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ROBERT M. BALDWIN ART COLLECTION
ASSESSMENT OF VALUES
FORWARD:
This report is designed to establish an appropriate assessment of the Fair Market Value of the many works
of Robert M. Baldwin, artist and sculptor, who lived from 1925 to 2003. It is based on the unique and individual
nature of his work, all of it being original. Additionally, his military sketches are enhanced by the fact that they
were created from first-hand battlefield experience as a soldier in Germany in World War II. He also had an
honored reputation among World War II veteran organizations for three decades before his death. This
document is not intended to be a Replacement Value, insurance or official tax document of any sort. If pieces
are sold in the open market every attempt will be made to secure those actual market values and report them in
the documents noted in the next paragraph. But, as noted above, it is designed to establish a benchmark Fair
Market Value for his work as it existed at his death in 2003.
PICTURES:
Many of Robert Baldwin’s pieces have been distributed to family members or sold and are not readily
available for presentation. Should they make an appearance in the future, however, this assessment should be a
valuable aide in arriving at an appropriate valuation. Many of Robert Baldwin’s pieces are exhibited on-line at
http://www.collabre.com/RobertBaldwinCollection/Opening.html where they may be conveniently viewed,
with price evaluations, on Pages 1, 2 & 3. They will not be presented here in this assessment because they are
too numerous. The web site will, however, provide the official, most current, assessment of value with
discussions of any recent changes. The purpose of this document is only to provide a justification for their
valuations.
THE ARTIST AND HIS REPUTATION:
A discussion of the history and achievements of Robert M. Baldwin may be found at the before-mentioned
‘collabre.com’ web site by clicking on this link: Robert Baldwin History Only. Furthermore, his more complete
and detailed history may be located at the web site for http://www.Ancestry.com by searching for Robert Mark
Baldwin with a birthdate of March 3, 1925 in Ridgway, Pennsylvania. Search for ‘Public Family Trees’. He is
located in both the BaldwinHolt Family Tree and the BakerBaldwin Family Tree – each by mbaldwin148. The
BakerBaldwin Family Tree is the more current version.
Your reading will reveal an extraordinary man who served his country with distinction during World War II,
documented with his art the events which transpired before his eyes in the form of sketches & paintings and a
man who served his community as a young man as mayor of his town. He was a designer and visionary within
his community and a social organizer among his military peers. He was an entrepreneur founding his own
commercial art and advertising business, The Robert M. Baldwin Company, and in his later life, through the
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subsidiary company Baldwin Originals, he served his military veterans designing monuments, parks, plaques
and established an outstanding reputation among them.
Life was a perpetual canvas to him!
DESCRIPTION OF HIS WORK AND STYLE:
Robert Baldwin worked on his picture art in watercolor, charcoal, colored chalk, line drawings and pen &
ink. His style might be said to date from the 1940-1970 era before the presence of the computer became a
factor. Not only were his drawings all hand-drawn, but his typesetting was as well. In his professional business
as a commercial artist, many of his headlines were hand-drawn. His Mother’s Day card in 1945 and his ceiling
caricatures show his command of hand-lettering. And, of course, he drew his own figures and did not rely on
‘clip art’ in his work.
His work was detailed. This is seen in the military uniforms his characters wore and in the building scenes
in Germany. Yet at the same time they were impressionistic – witness the picture Blazing Skies with its sinister
red and yellow flames silhouetted against the black night sky, or the depression of Mute and Smoldering Ruins.
And he could write history as well, as evidenced by his description of The Rhine Jump – Operation Varsity
where the sounds of shrapnel tore into the sides of his airplane and the sky sounded like popcorn popping as he
floated to the ground in his parachute. And, of course, his shear panic as he landed, tried to get out of his
equipment and run for the safety of a nearby woods as fast as possible. Not included in his description, but
mentioned at a later time, was how he came to a six-foot wall and somehow, because he was so scared, flew
over it like Superman!
Robert Baldwin was also a sculptor and mold-maker. In fact his work in clay in many ways surpassed his
drawings in detail. Of course The Baldwin Dragon was his greatest piece, demonstrating detail, practicality and
knowledge of mold-making at which he was a master.
And finally, Robert Baldwin had a distinctive sense of humor. Caricatures pervade his art and even his
planter sculpture pieces smiled with childlike faces! He once at the request of a client drew a smiling elephant,
much to her joy.
Robert Baldwin was a diversified artist and creator who could write, paint, sketch and sculpt. And that
creativity broke the bounds of his art and showed itself further in his family and public life.

---------COMPARABLE PIECES – MILITARY:
A market investigation shows that comparable original art pieces using Robert Baldwin’s techniques of
watercolor, charcoal, colored chalk, line drawings and pen & ink are being sold for prices ranging from $300 to
as much as $11,000. The average, however, seem to be in the $1,000 to $1,500 range. In addition to the
traditional detail, the historical value of his military work must also be factored into the assessment. And all
pieces were, of course, signed. Here are some examples of comparable pieces and their sale prices as shown on
the internet site for Auctionata. Conversion rates are at 1.0 Euro = 1.05 Dollars:
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Military watercolor, signed – 980 Euros / 1028 Dollars

Building Pastel chalk – 1,650 Euros / 1,731.92 Dollars

4

Watercolor of buildings, signed – 1,240 Euros / 1,301.57 Dollars

Charcoal of building - 580 Euros / 608.80 Dollars

5

Watercolor of military scene, 10,530 Euros / 11,052.81 Dollars

(also below)
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Group of ink line drawings, signed – 1,080 Euros / 1,133.62 Dollars

Colored chalk of soldier, signed – 260 Euros / 272.92
The examples provided by these few samples show a range of prices from $273 to as high as $11,000. The
average seems to be in the $1,000 to $1,500 range with the military scenes being slightly higher. For the
purpose of evaluating the military art of Robert Baldwin, which was originally sketched from first-hand, onlocation experiences, we have used what we consider to be a very conservative value of $1,500 for each piece
taking into consideration their historical value. For the other pictures depicting military scenes based on his
experience, but not first-hand presence, we have valued them at $1,000. And all pieces are, of course, signed by
the artist.
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These values are determined by comparing the style and quality of Robert Baldwin’s work with those shown
to be auctioned and sold in the art marketplace. The additional factor of the reputation of Robert Baldwin
should also be considered and could add at least $500 more to their value over time. But it has not been factored
in to the prices shown on the web site.
Complete collections, such as the original collection to the Ft. Bragg Airborne Museum and the Veteran’s
Haven North, gain an additional value by being a complete collection. This factor alone could add another $500
to the value of the collections. Descriptive supplementary materials, such as historical picture booklets, add
additional value as well. But, again, these factors have not been added to the prices shown on the web site at this
time.

---------COMPARABLE PIECES – NON-MILITARY WATERCOLORS:
While Robert Baldwin used watercolors on his military paintings, his non-military work must be assessed
differently because it lacks the historical significance of the military pictures. They are more akin to landscapes,
buildings and purely artistic views. A market investigation shows that comparable original art pieces using
Robert Baldwin’s techniques of watercolor, are being sold in a range from $100 to as much as $4,500. The
average, however, seem to be in the $500 to $1,000 range. All pieces were, of course, originals and signed.
Watercolors are also priced according to complexity of detail and one accordingly finds a large variation in
price between paintings from even the same artist. Here are some examples of a variety of watercolor pieces
from the Internet site of FineArtAmerican which are comparable to the work of Robert Baldwin which were
used to value his work on page 3 of this site.

$175.00
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$100.00

$4,500.00

9

$225.00

$250.00

10

$400.00

$690.00

11

$500.00

$650.00

12

$110.00

$730.00

13

$700.00

$600.00

14

$500.00

$130.00

15

$4,500.00

---------COMPARABLE PIECES – ACRYLIC WATER PAINTING TECHNIQUE:
Also referred to as ‘acrylic marbling’ this technique of painting starts with a tray of water into which acrylic
paints are placed. Then, using a brush or a comb or some other device, the artist swirls the paint to create in
some cases a marbling effect, some other design or even a picture. Then a piece of paper is placed upon the
water to capture the floating acrylic paint. In the case of Robert Baldwin, he created his design but then took the
process a step further by incorporating into the swirled or marbled acrylic background a picture which he would
draw. Depending on the detail of the art, acrylic drawings which are merely marbled or swirled designs have
sold in the $500 to $1,000 range.
Finding paintings like Robert Baldwin’s has proven challenging since many acrylic paintings using this
technique are just designs. But included at the end of this section are two watercolor paintings which resemble
his techniques of adding a picture to the design. And as you can see, they were quite highly valued. Until we
have more pictures of Robert Baldwin’s acrylic water painting technique, we cannot appropriately value them.
We have only the one picture, The Ovum, which is not representative of the bulk of his work. It is more of the
purely design nature only. The writer, however, has personal knowledge of the other paintings and he would
have to place their value conservatively in the $1,000 to $2,500 range.
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Auction Price - $750.00

17

Auction Price - $375.00

18

Auction Price - $200.00

19

Watercolor in the style of Robert Baldwin – Auction Price - $50,000.00
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Watercolor in the style of Robert Baldwin – Auction Price - $25,000.00

---------CONCLUSION:
This Fair Market Valuation assessment was prepared by Saddle Ridge Concepts, LLC – an advertising, art
and consulting company. Preparing valuations of art collections is not its forte. It is, however, a company that
produces art and its owner comes from a background of thirty years in the art and advertising business with
Baldwin & Obenauf, Inc. of Somerville, New Jersey. This report is not intended as well to hide the fact that the
owner is R. Mark Baldwin, Jr., the son of Robert M. Baldwin, Sr. Some may say that this is accordingly a
biased report. But in view of his 40 years in the art and advertising field, it is argued that Mark Baldwin is
amply qualified to assess the value of artwork. And especially since this is only a Fair Market Value report, not
a Replacement Value or any other kind of official tax or insurance document, it is presented as a benchmark
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valuation of the works of Robert Baldwin only. Prices presented for his pictures have been researched, argued
and presented in this report. They are considered to be conservative. For other work, especially the sculptures,
the prices are the actual established prices of the work as it was sold by Robert Baldwin up through 2003.
In the future as pieces may come to be sold, their sale prices will be reported as much as is feasible
depending on how those prices are reported back to Saddle Ridge Concepts, LLC.
And finally, as stated previously, the primary purpose of this evaluation is to establish a benchmark value of
the art legacy of Robert M. Baldwin so that his work and talent shall not go unnoticed to future generations.
R. Mark Baldwin, Jr. – April 2015

